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LANSING — The
Michigan State Police (MSP)

and the Michigan Domestic
Cannabis Eradication and
Suppression Program
(CESP) are asking for assis-
tant from local hunters.

While in the woods,
hunters are being asked to
look for indication of illegal
marijuana harvesting. Det.

Lt. Dave Peltomaa, of the
MSP criminal investigation
division, said illegal growing
operations are more likely to
be found in the fall because
active hunting seasons
result in more people in the
woods. 

“Indicators of outdoor

grow operations include
unusual amounts of traffic,
use of camping equipment
or recreational vehicles on
wooded property with no evi-
dence of recreational activi-
ties, large amounts of PVC
piping, irrigation hoses or
plastic planters located in

heavily wooded areas, use of
fertilizer in remote areas
and patrolled or guarded
woods or swamps,”
Peltomaa said. 

If a hunter should happen
to stumble across something

Help from hunters sought by MSP, CESP
Last year, over 40k plants
found growing outside

Applefest
The annual Coldwater Downtown Business Association
Applefest was held Saturday. In addition to many arts and
crafts booth,
many apple
vendors sold
donuts, pies
and fresh
apples. The
Branch District
Library held a
book sale, at

right, while the
Union City Rotary
Club sold their
maple syrup, at left,
above. One corner
of Four Corner’s
Park was reserved for
children’s activities,
including face painting.

In the
top
photo,
at right,
Kevin
Hall, Jr.,
4,
Audrey
Anne Hall, 8, and Sabrina Hall, 11, all had their
faces painted. Other activities included pony

rides, pumpkin sales and an opportunity for children to learn about truck safety in a
Wal-Mart Distribution truck. Andrew Contat, 5, above, at right, was one of the children
to take the driver’s seat. Many organizations had booths. 

STAFF PHOTOS BY TRINITY BIRD

FROM ASSOCIATED PRESS AND STAFF REPORTS

LANSING — The state House of Representatives has moved
to make the payment on the new Michigan State Police (MSP)
headquarters building in Lansing, as part of a proposed new
MSP budget.

The feud over whether the MSP should move into the new
headquarters won’t be settled until next week at the earliest, as
it goes to a joint House-Senate committee for deliberation.

State Rep. Ken Kurtz voted Thursday against paying on the
new headquarters, in agreement with state Sen. Cameron
Brown, who led in the movement in that chamber of to not pay
the bill.

The House vote on their bill was 68-39 vote Thursday.
It’s different from a Senate-approved bill, so it’s likely the joint

legislative committee will have to come up with a compromise
version for lawmakers to vote on before the Oct. 1 budget dead-
line.

In any event, neither the Senate nor the House version pro-
vides enough money to pay the about $4 million annual average
rent on the $40 million privately owned building.

Some lawmakers say the state should occupy the building.
Others say the state would be allowed to break the lease and
spend the extra money to rehire laid-off troopers.

The MSP has been operating out of facilities on the Michigan
State University campus with a lease of $1 a year. 

The state plans to lease the new building for $3.7 million a
year, and will have an option to buy the building for $1 after the
25-year lease is up.

House votes to make new
MSP headquarters payment

Constitution 
Day

Max Larsen Elementary
School students held
their Constitution Day on
Friday in the gymnasium,
where students, teachers
and parents all gathered
together to hear about
the founding of this
country’s Constitution.
Above,  Kyle Krzyzanski,
Hunter Eldridge, Zachary
Rigot and Allison Ford of
Mr. Merkle’s third grade
class put on a short play.
At right, Larsen Principal
Audrey Burgher reads the
Preamble.
STAFF PHOTOS BY JAZMINE DALMAN

BY DON REID
DWREID@AOL.COM

COLDWATER — The City of Coldwater
will try a new method to redo four major
streets, beginning today, according to City
Engineer Jay Andrews.

“We will be utilizing a new maintenance
process ‘Hot-in-Place Recycling’ this year
on some selected streets. The process is
extremely fast-paced. I witnessed it last
year and was very impressed,” Andrews
said.

Four streets — Hatch, Green, Pierson
and Sherman — will be heated, the

‘Hot-in-Place Recycling’ process starts today here

DON REID / THE REPORTER

A new maintenance process, "Hot-in-Place
Recycling," will be used on four city
streets, beginning today.

Please see HELP, Page A3

Please see ROADS, Page A3
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BY DON REID
DWREID@AOL.COM

COLDWATER — Branch County
District Court Judge Brent Weigle
bound over Brett Grubbs to face
charges for the operation of two
meth labs — one in December and
the other in August — in the City of
Coldwater.

Co-defendant Jesse Dwater, 30,
agreed to a plea deal to testify
against Grubbs, 19. Dwater will plea
to an Aug. 6 attempted possession of
a lab in an apartment on East Pearl
Street.

Dwater could not remember when
he met Grubbs or how. On the wit-
ness stand Dwater babbled out
words and statements. Just before
the arrest Grubb “was hanging with
friends” at Dwater’s East Chicago
apartment.

“I was just hanging around with
other addicts. I never cooked
before,” Dwater said.

Court reports indicate he pur-
chased components at Meijer,
where he was spotted by a an off-
duty Michigan State Police trooper
who recognized the materials and
followed him to a local motel.
Dwater admitted he picked up more
components there. 

Coldwater Police Department
Sgt.t Joe Scheid went to the motel
where the residents identified
Dwater and gave his address. Sgt.
Scheid was outside the apartment
house when Dwater, Grubbs and
Kenneth Gaglio walked up. Dwater
dropped a bag of meth lab waste.  

Dwater testified he didn’t think
“Kenny (Gaglio) knew what we
were doing. He’s not that smart.” 

Gaglio is facing charges of opera-
tion of a drug house, a two-year,
high-court misdemeanor.

Reportedly, Grubbs and Dwater
went to Gaglio’s apartment across
the backyard because Dwater was
babysitting his two children while
he wife attended school.

Dwater said he went to another
neighbor’s he knew only as “Old
Man” to get him to purchase the
Sudafed — needed to produce the
methamphetamine.

At Gaglio’s, “the bottle popped”
and the 2-liter bottle with chemicals
was placed in the wall near the
kitchenette. Dwater said he had
obtained the wrong kind of “cold
pack,” one without ammonia com-
pounds, so the process was not

working. Dwater testified, under
cross examination by defense attor-
ney J. R. Colbeck, “there was no
dope.”

“I provide the components and
Grubbs makes the dope.” 

He was to get money from Grubb
and drugs. 

The three had placed the lab
waste in a black plastic bag. 

“I was getting rid of the waste
when we ran into Officer Scheid,” he
said.

The sergeant was in the backyard
watching for Dwater’s apartment
when the three came from the other
direction.

Dwater said there was no sen-
tence agreement for his plea, which
has a maximum of 10 years. Grubbs
is also charged with possession of a
land and hazardous waste from a
lab, after CPD Officer David Miller
went to Grubb’s Pine Tree Lane
apartment Dec. 27, 2008 wi th a
search warrant.

Officer Miller said the strong odor
of chemical smells were evident
from the hall. 

“There was an abundance of meth
lab waste” around the apartment,
including materials stuffed into a
dryer. Grubbs was in his bedroom.
Colbeck argued there was nothing
to tie him to the labs in the apart-
ment occupied by four others.     

Police reports indicate Grubbs’
fingerprint was found on a can of
fuel used as a component. 

Grubbs faced 30 years on each of
these charges as an habitual offend-
er because of a prior drug convic-
tion.

He will be arraigned Oct. 5 in
Circuit Court.

COLDWATER — The CPD has
charged a former city resident with
possession of stolen property, after
a neighbor tracked missing items to
a Battle Creek pawn shop.

Curtis Morris, 38, was ordered to
be held on a $35,000 bond by Judge
Weigle on the four-year felony
charge.

The Fremont Street resident lost
a ring, Dremel tool and other items
between Aug. 24-26. He heard
Morris had pawned them. The man
identified the Dremel tool, and a
missing ring was valued at more
than $2,500.

A preliminary exam is scheduled
for Sept. 24.

COLDWATER — A Lucas County,
Ohio man was jailed after taking his
grandfather’s van and running
down several mailboxes in the
Lakeside Drive area south of
Quincy last week.

Lawson Pisarsk, 32, had moved to
Branch County in July after his
mother obtained a personal protec-
tion order against him. 

Court records indicate Pisarsk
has a history of drug problems, and
is both schizophrenic and bi-polar.
He also went into an aunt’s home
and took money from a purse.

Pisarsk was charged with auto
theft, a five-year felony, and larceny
in a dwelling, a four-year maximum
crime. 

Judge Weigle set bond at $10,000,
cash or surety, and set a prelimi-
nary hearing for Sept. 24.

Continued from page A1
asphalt scraped and mixed with new
aggregate, and then relaid. A sealcoat
will then top it — like new finish.

The contract hopes to complete the
work by Thursday if weather permits. 

Andrews said the roads will not be
completely closed for the process. For
those who would like to see the process,
there is a Web site, http://www.hotinplac-
erecycling.com-

/process.html, that shows the process,
which is different from re-milling streets,
a common practice used in past years. 

Andrews also said that crews from the
Branch County Road Commission will be
in the city filling cracks in the roads in all
four wards over the next few weeks.
Motorists should watch out for the crews
and hot tar but the process will not close
streets.
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Today is Monday, Sept. 21,
the 264th day of 2009.

There are 101 days left in
the year.

HIGHLIGHTS IN HISTORY:
1327, Edward II of England
is murdered at Berkely
Castle, eight months after he
was forced to abdicate by
his queen and her lover.
1792, The National
Convention formally abolish-
es the monarchy in France
and declares a republic the
next day.
1802, Napoleon Bonaparte
of France annexes Piedmont
in Italy.
1939, Premier Armand
Calinescu of Romania is
assassinated by the Iron
Guard.
1949, West Germany
comes into existence as
U.S., British and French
occupation zones are trans-
ferred to German control;
People's Republic of China
is proclaimed by its
Communist leaders.
1956, Nicaraguan dictator
Anastasio Somoza is shot
by a liberal poet. He dies
eight days later and is suc-
ceeded by his son.
1960, United Nations
deploys 4,000 troops to
Katanga to prevent the mas-
sacre of Baluba tribesmen
by provincial troops and
police in Congo.
1964, Malta becomes inde-
pendent state within British
Commonwealth.
1969, More than 120 peo-
ple are killed in rioting in
western India that stems
from alleged Muslim abuse
of cattle, which Hindus
regard as sacred.
1985, Mexico counts at
least 2,000 dead from earth-
quake that devastated four
states.
1987, Iraqi warplanes make
bombing forays deep into
Iran in Gulf War.
199, Nine members of Iran's
only legal domestic opposi-
tion party are convicted and
sentenced to prison as
"enemies of the Islamic revo-
lution" for signing a letter
critical of the Iranian govern-
ment.
1993, Russian President
Boris Yeltsin dissolves
Parliament. Hard-line law-
makers subsequently vote to
impeach him and hole up in
parliament building.
1998, The first trial of
Croats accused of wartime
atrocities against Serb
rebels opens in Croatia. The
three soldiers are later
acquitted.
1999, Taiwan's strongest
quake in decades with a 7.6
magnitude, kills more than
2,300 people, injures
10,000 and destroying hun-
dreds of homes.
2001, Japanese Foreign
Ministry says all banks and
financial institutions operat-
ing in Japan are forbidden to
make transactions with com-
panies and individuals linked
to Osama bin Laden and the
Taliban without first obtain-
ing government permission.
2004, Floodwaters recede
and rescue workers reach
homes buried in mud, but
Tropical Storm Jeanne has
killed more than 700
Haitians and left a quarter
million homeless.
2007, Floods hit nations
across Africa including
Ghana and Togo in the
west, and Sudan, Uganda,
Somalia and Kenya in the
central and eastern regions,
killing 200 people and dis-
placing hundreds of thou-
sands.
2008, South African
President Thabo Mbeki
resigns.

Branch County Literacy
Council, call (517) 279-
9833.

Christian Services, call
(517) 279-2996.

Phone
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Web
www.thedailyreporter.com
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The Branch County Area
Chamber of Commerce
presents “An Introduction to
Social Media” on Thursday,
Oct. 15 from 6-9 p.m. at
the Henry L. Brown
Municipal Building in
Coldwater. 

Allan Curtis and Sandi
Maki will explain how to use
social media to promote
your business and why
LinkedIn, Facebook and
Twitter should be used in
your PR and Marketing
strategies.  

The event is sponsored by
HTC, Coldwater Downtown
Development Authority,
Insights Group, Coldwater
Board or Public Utilities
and Branch County
Community Foundation. 

To register or for more
information, go to
www.InSights-Group.com.

■ Coldwater

Oct. 15 event
planned by Chamber

Area businesses and
entrepreneurs looking for
help with financial manage-
ment can attend a free
training seminar, "How to
Manage Your Business
Finances." Tuesday, Sept.
29 from 6-8 p.m. at Branch
County Area Chamber of
Commerce, Conference
Room, Lower Level, 20
Division Street, Coldwater.  

Registration can be han-
dled on-line at
www.HudsonAccountingSe
rvices.com or by calling
(517) 924-0412.

■ Coldwater

Sept. 29 seminar
on tap in Coldwater

Beginnings Care for Life
Center will hold its first
Fundraising Banquet on
Thursday, Oct. 1.

“Beginnings’ staff and vol-
unteers are thankful for all
of the community’s support,
throughout the years,” a
release said. “We look for-
ward to celebrating the
many ways in which people
in need are being blessed,
through the center.
Individuals and organiza-
tions are encouraged to
play a part in this important
event.”

If you would like to sup-
port Beginnings as a ban-
quet or table sponsor, con-
tact Jane Ford at (517)
278-3355 or begin-
ningscare@hotmail.com.

■ Coldwater

Beginnings banquet
on tap for Oct. 1

➤ In Brief

Visit the
Humane
Society

of
Branch
County
to adopt

a new
friend.

969 W. Wildwood Rd.
Quincy

639-4426
Open

Mon. - Thurs.
8 am - 12 pm

Fri. - Sun.
8 am - 4 pm

Closed Holidays

Kindly brought to you by:

15 W. Pearl St. • Coldwater

2 7 8 - 2 3 1 8
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Tippy is a female puppy, 3-4 months old.  

She loves to play and gets along with everyone.

She is a blue tick mix 

and would make a great pet.

DOG of the WEEKDOG of the WEEK

This adorable kitten was abandoned and

found hanging around an apartment build-

ing.  The little tiger kitten is a female about

10 or 11 weeks old.  She is looking for a loving
home.  Are you interested?

CAT of the WEEK
CAT of the WEEK

Companion
Corner

Tire Co.
Since 1949

Downtown Coldwater

Certified Auto Service
Alignment - Brakes - Balancing

Oil Changes - Shocks - Suspension
More Tires. More Service. More Savings.

278-5639

Continued from page A1
suspicious, they should
call (800) 235-HEMP
(4367). Callers can remain
anonymous. The MSP
warns hunters not to take
action themselves, but to
make a report as soon as
possible. 

In 2008, over 40,000
plants were fond growing
outside including over
4,000 plants found in
Gladwin County after
hunters made a call to
law enforcement. In 2007,
there were 23,198 plants
found outdoors.

The CESP is a joint
effort of the MSP, Drug
Enforcement
Administration and local
law enforcement agen-
cies, as well as the
Michigan Department of
Natural Resources,
Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives, National Park
Service, US Fish and
Wildlife Service and the
US Forest Service.

HELP: More than 23k
plants found in ‘07 outside

ROADS: BCRC crews to be in city filling road cracks in each of city’s four wards

Grubbs to face meth charges in Circuit
Court; arraignment set for Oct. 5

➤ Court News

Reportedly, former
resident possessed

stolen property, Ohio
man jailed for taking
van, hitting mailboxes
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